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CLINICS. 
CLINICAL LECTURES. 


Clinical Lecture on Infantile Paralysis 
and its resulting Deformities. By RicHaRD 
BarweEtt, F.R C.S., Surgeon to Charing- 
Cross Hospital. Lecture II. (For first 
lecture, see No. for April last.) 

Gentlemen: A malady which has re- 
ceived the name of the ‘‘ temporary para- 
lysis of Kennedy” places the immediate 
treatment of the disease we are consider- 
ing in 8 most unenviable position ; while, 
on the other hand, a belief in the fre- 
quency of such transient paralysis often 
prevents any clear and decisive action for 
days, perhaps weeks, after the first at- 
tack. It is a very thankless task to treat 
& paralyzed child with all care, and then, 
when the patient recovers, to feel that it 
may have been one of those cases which 
would have done well without our aid. 
Nevertheless, this is far better than, be- 





lieving in the temporary nature of the 
disease, to temporize, to delay still a little 
longer, and at last to find the limb wasting, 
and to discover that by loss of time we 
have also lost, or all but lost, the chance 
of regaining a useful limb. 

My conviction, taken from a large num- 
ber of cases, is, that the temporary para- 
lysis is very rare, the true infantile (non- 
central) paralysis only a too common dis- 
ease. The distinction in the first few 
hours is impossible, but in from twelve to 
thirty-six hours it becomes clear and in- 
disputable. When, therefore, first called 
to a paralyzed child, it is necessary to as- 
certain all concomitant and_pre-existent 
circumstances. If there be or have been 
no illness, no prolonged or severe fits, no 
thermometric elevation either general or 
merely cephalic, nor other sign of central 
mischief, the medical man will examine 
the state of the secretions, ascertain the 
absence or presence of worms, the condi- 
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tion of the mouth and other parts which 
might give rise to reflex paralysis,' and if 
he find there no clue to the cause of the 
disease, his next object will be to discover 
whether the case be one in which the con- 
dition is likely to continue, or one in which 
the loss of power is merely temporary. 
For this purpose, as well as for subsequent 
treatment, he must have recourse to dif- 
ferent forms of electricity, the use of which 
should, if possible, commence between 
the twelfth and thirty-sixth hour of the 
attack. 

To gain information from galvanism it 
is necessary to use two sorts of battery— 
the one a single or double cell, with an 
induction coil and a connection-breaker or 
hammer; the other a simple galvanic ap- 
paratus for producing a constant current 
of great tension and small quantity. Al- 
though for the first-named or induced cur- 
rent any battery with a small coil and 
means of regulating will do, yet Stéhrer’s 
large double-celled battery is by far the 
best apparatus I have yet come across. 
The many means of regulation give great 
power of minute adjustment; the connec- 
tion, by standards, of the secondary cur- 
rent enables us to use the least painful 
stream with the greatest effect; and the 
attachment of the striking plate of the 
hammer to a spring enables us to make 
the widest possible interruptions. For 
the constant current a battery made origi- 
nally for me by Messrs. Weiss is the best 
I have yet found. It consists of fifty ele- 
ments, three-quarters of an inch wide by 
two inches and a half long. In a certain 
number of cases many less cells will an- 
swer for treatment, but a smaller battery 
would, for purposes of diagnosis, fail in 
so large a proportion of cases as to be al- 
most useless. 

The behaviour of muscles to one current 
and to the other, and the alternation of 
such behaviour, afford, when properly 
studied and understood, a mode— indeed, 
the only mode—of diagnosing the condition 
and prognosiug the future of an infantile 
paralysis. In the form of this malady 
(the only paralysis really peculiar to in- 
fants) which is not cerebro-spinal or re- 


4 Certain conditions of the genitals will form 
the subject of a future leeture. 





flex, sensibility of the muscles to the in- 
duced current rapidly declines and be- 
comes extinct. This phenomenon com- 
mences between the twelfth and thirty- 
sixth hour. It is usually complete within 
four days. If, then, the induced current 
have been used twelve hours after the 
occurrence of a paralysis not heralded 
by either severe illness or accident, and 
the muscles be found tolerably sensi- 
tive, we must remain very doubtful as to 
the nature of the case. If within twelve 
hours more the sensibility have diminished, 
we have to do with a case at all events of 
no temporary paralysis. If in afew more 
hours faradaism produce no muscular con- 
tractions we may feel sure that the disease 
is, one of peripheral origin.® If about the 
time when the power of the induced cur- 
rent decidedly declines—perhaps two or 
three days after its disappearance—the 
muscles begin to respond with abnormal 
sensitiveness to the constant current, but 
at other times remain flaccid, the case is 
undoubtedly true infantile paralysis, which 
will not get well save by careful and more 
or less protracted treatment. If, how- 
ever, the case be brought under skilled 
managament sufficiently early, and treat- 
ment carried on with patience and watch- 
fulness, one may in most cases set every 
muscle free, and this merely by the proper 
use of galvanism and faradaism. Hence 
I must be permitted to speak very strongly 
on the impropriety of postponing treatment 
under the impression or the hope that the 
case is but temporary. A muscle or set 
of muscles which do not recover power in 
three days will scarcely ever of themselves 
regain any useful amount of action. If 
we attack paralyzed muscles while they 
are still sensitive to galvanism we may in 
a few weeks restore power; if we wait 
till not only the induced but the constant 
current has lost all influence, years will 
barely suffice to restore any action ; to do 
this other means, as the unusual employ- 
ment of potent drugs, become necessary, 
and then the result is problematical. 


* In an article published by me last year in 
*¢St. Thomas Hospital Reports,’’ I have proved 
very clearly that infantile paralysis is no cet 
tral disease—neither congestive, inflammatory, 
nor nutritive. 
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As to the mode by galvanism I shall say 

in this place very little, as by relating the 
details of a case—somewhat rapid in its 
success, it is true—all essentials may be 
taught. Certain facts and conditions only 
need be pointed out—firstly, the necessity 
of having all the instruments in good order 
and free from rust; secondly, of never 
using more power than absolutely neces- 
sary, and, especially with children, avoid- 
ing pain or alarm as much as possible; 
thirdly, since every muscle has a point 
where even a feeble current may cause 
contractions, while everywhere else a cur- 
rent strong enough to produce severe pain 
will have no effect on the organ, these 
points should either be so studied that 
there never is a blunder about the place 
to be touched, or else the practitioner 
must construct a chart, and, while using 
galvanism, have it in front of him.! Lest 
the term “constant current” mislead, it 
will be well to explain that the muscular 
contraction does not depend on the quan- 
tity or intensity of the current at any par- 
ticular moment, but on alternations and 
amount; hence the twitch only takes 
place on closing, occasionally also break- 
ing the circle, and not while the stream is 
flowing uninterruptedly through the or- 
gan. ‘Constant current” is, therefore, a 
misnomer; the word should have been 
“direct current,” had not such term al- 
ready been appropriated to another use. 

Emma T , aged four months, was 
paralyzed during the night of May 10th, 
1870. On the 15th she was brought to me 
—i. ¢., about one hundred hours after the 
occurrence. The child was put to bed 
perfectly well on that night. She had 
cried a little unusually on being bathed, 
which the nurse attributed to sleepiness. 
She also seemed well the next morning, 
save that the left leg was completely para- 
lyzed, but was in no wise either tender or 
painful. I found no tenderness anywhere ; 
no heat, thermometric or otherwise; no 
sign of ill-health or disease. She is rosy, 
laughs easily, and has evidently suffered 
nothing. Previous to my seeing her the 


1A number of charts in Ziemsgen’s work— 
although they contain, I think, some errors— 
would answer the practitioner’s purpose ex- 
tremely well, 
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patient had had an emetic administered, 
and had been purged. The excretions are 
in perfect order. 

I tried faradaism, gradually increased 
to the limits of the bearable; neither with 
the primary nor with the secondary cur- 
rent. could the slightest twitch be pro- 
duced. The battery current with fifty 
cells produced no movement. In sixteen 
hours I tried the battery current again ; 
and a third time in twenty-four hours 
more—i. e. 140 hours after the attack. 
On the last occasion slight movement in 
the flexors of the leg, and a more doubt- 
ful movement in the extensors, was pro- 
duced. 

May 24th.—Every twenty-four hours 
each muscle has been separately galva- 
nized. The flexores cruris—the deep layer 
at the back of the leg—act energetically 
to thirty cells; the extensors both of leg 
and foot, and especially the adductors fe- 
moris, respond more feebly to fifty cells. 
The sural muscles do not act at all, but 
let the current go right through them to the 
deep layer without showing a sign of life. 
There is neither voluntary power nor fa- 
radaic irritability in any muscle. An elas- 
tic band is fixed to the shoe, so as, without 
restraining it, to keep the foot more or 
less at right anglestotheleg. The electric 
occurrences are these: At an uncertain 
time, during the first 100 hours, faradaic 
irritability ceased; at the 120th—130th 
hour galvanic irritability in certain muscles 
commenced, and has increased. Other 
muscles then became galvanically irri- 
table; and now all respond more or less, 
except the sural muscles. Prognosis 
guarded, but by no means bad. 

June 3d.—The museles are now all sen- 
sitive, except the sural; these, though 
they respond slightly to the current, are 
sluggish, and act but little. 

July 14th.—The response of all the 
muscles to galvanism has been becoming 
more feeble and uncertain. This day 
Stohrer’s battery was used; and I[ was 
pleased to find all the muscles respond, 
and surprised to find that the sural 
muscles, which had never acted well to 
the. constant current, and had also like 
the others refused to answer to faradaism, 
responded now to the coil as well as any. 
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The prognosis now given was perfectly 
hopeful; patience and perseverance all 
that are required. 

Dec. 1870.—I took occasion to examine 
this child. The leg is smaller than the 
other, and about one-third of an inch 
shorter; but she can move it in every di- 
rection; and in walking or running the 
limp is barely perceptible. I ought to 
say that the elastic force was, during three 
months, used on one side of the leg to 
\ prevent a threatening deformity ; but this 
part of the case belongs to another divi- 
sion of our subject.—Lancet, April 80th, 
1872, 

HOSPITAL NOTES AND GLEANINGS, 

Case of Disease of the Brain—Left Hemi- 
plegia—Mental Affection.—A patient et. 56 
is under the care of Dr. Huaatinas-Jackr- 
son, in the London Hospital. His mindis 
much impaired, but he has mind enough to 
frame delusions. A recent fancy is that 
he wishes to be killed. The most strik- 
ing feature in his case has been an in- 
ability to recognize places and persons. 
At one time he did not know his own wife ; 
he gave his watch away, and having wan- 
dered from home was unable to find his 
way back. But at the present time he is 
better, and can name things he sees in 
pictares, and canread. There seems now 
to be only a general imperfection of mind, 
hebetade, and slowness. His wife reports 
that he has called things by wrong names. 
Such blunders may arise either from non- 
recognition of the thing to be named, or 
from inability to find the name of it. 

He has recovered from left hemiplegia— 
a symptom which, in the vast majority of 
cases, points to disease of the right side 
of the brain. In many cases of left hemi- 
plegia there is no striking mental affection. 
But this patient’s palsy was of the rarer 
kind, in which the leg is more affected 
than the arm. Trousseau has spoken of 
the evil omen of cases of hemiplegia in 
which the leg suffers more than the arm— 
or, rather, of cases in which the arm re- 
covers, the leg remaining paralyzed. He 
appears to refer—in part, at least—to 
mental affections. Dr. Hughlings-Jack- 
son supposes that the lesion in his patient 
is in the right posterior lobe. As there 





CLINIOS, 


has been severe earache of the right side, 
and as there is deafness of that side, the 
lesion is possibly cerebral softening or 
abscess from plugging of veins. The hemi- 
plegia came on after the earache, and 
after the onset of the mental symptoms; 
it was transitory, lasting about a fort- 
night. 

From anatomical facts Dr. Hughlings. 
Jackson is led to believe that the “im- 
portant” part of the right hemisphere is 
the posterior lobe, whilst the “important” 
part of the left is the anterior lobe. But 
it must be remarked that in Troussean’s 
patient, and in a similar case from Dr. 
Ramskill’s practice, mentioned by Dr. 
Bazire, the hemiplegia was of the right 
side. However, Dr. Hughlings-Jackson 
thinks that there is more often mental 
affection, other than affection of speech, 
in cases of left than in cases of right hemi- 
plegia, and particularly when the leg suf- 
fers more than the arm. 

That the anterior and posterior lobes 
have different functions is certain, as the 
convolutions of the two cerebral regions 
have different structare(Lockhart Clarke). 
Some years ago Dr. Chariton Bastian ex- 
pressed his opinion that the posterior 
tather than the anterior lobes are con- 
cerned in the highest intellectual opera- 
tions. The following statement by Rosen- 
thal is strongly in favor of Bastian’s opin- 
ion: “In the case of new growths in the 
posterior lobes the psychical disturbances 
are incomparably more frequent than in 
that of tumours of the anterior or middle 
lo »” 

Dr. Hughlings-Jackson grants that the 
clinical evidence as to the greater impor- 
tance of the right posterior lobe in mental 
operations is slender; but the anatomical 
facts (Gratiolet, Broca, and Barkow) are 
strong. (These facts he has several times 
referred to when speaking of the question 
of the supposed greater importance of the 
right posterior lobes in this journal, August 
22, 1868, pp. 208-9; September 26, 1868, 
p. 858.) And the hypothesis may have 
at least this value: that it will lead toa 
careful study of the kind of mental affec- 
tion—wheh there is any—which attends 
hemiplegia, especially when the leg is the 
limb more affected. We have many facts 
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as to the kind of mental affection (phasia) 
which so often attends lesions in the re- 
gion of the Zeft corpus striatum, and it is 
legitimate to inquire if there be not symp- 
toms as spéciai from lesions in the neigh- 
bourhood of the right optic thalamus. The 
former, when speech is Jost, consists in an 
inability to reproduce words and to repro- 
duce them in propositional order; bat in 
eases of loss of speech—in chronic cases 
at least—there is no difficulty in the re- 
prodaction of images of objects. The pa- 
tient can recognize handwriting, although 
he cannot read; he can copy print into 
writing, but cannot express himself in 
writing; he may be able to play at domi- 
noes orcards. In these operations speech 
is not concerned ; the operation of another 
series of sensori-motor processes is re- 
quired. Dr. Hughlings-Jackson believes 
his patient has, or has had, defect in this 
other series—in the sensori-motor pro- 
cesses concerned in the recognition of ob- 
jects (not in seeing objects), and in put- 
ting images of things in ‘propositional 
order,” so to speak. Such a defect, when 
extreme, would pass as one of imbecility, 
and in a minor degree as one of ‘loss of 
memory.” Obviously the investigation of 
such cases will be very difficult indeed. 

Just as we compare and contrast the 
effects of plugging of the left and right 
middle cerebral arteries, so we should com- 
pare and contrast the effects of plugging of 
the right and left posterior cerebral arte- 
ties. Dr. Hughlings-Jackson,however, has 
seen but one case of plugging of the poste- 
rior cerebral artery ; and as both the right 
and left, and also the right middle cerebral 
were plugged, the case, although there was 
mental affection, is not evidence either for or 
against the hypothesis he has put forward. 

In the above remarks spectral illusions 
are not spoken of; but these, if the above 
hypothesis be correct, will depend on dis- 
ease of the posterior lobe. The disorderly 
revival of images bears the same relation 
to inability to revive images as chorea 
does to hemiplegia—in the former there 
will be instability of nerve-tissue, in the 
latter destruction of nerve-tissue.—Med. 
Times and Gazette, May 4, 1872. 


Cases of Sick Headache treated success- 
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Sully by Indian Hemp.—There are at Mid- 
dlesex Hospital, under the care of Dr. 
Joun Murray, two female patients, the one 
eet. 41, the other 50, both married, who 
have been for many years subject to sick 
headache. They have been greatly bene- 
fited by the administration of ten-minim 
doses of tincture of Indian hemp three 
times daily, between the attacks. The 
hereditary character of the affection is 
well exemplified in both. In one case there 
is a history of the mother and four sisters 
suffering from similar attacks; while the 
other patient states that her aunt was 

bject to sick headaches and died insane, 





that a sister suffered from frequent severe 
headaches without sickness, and that a 
brother was a deaf mute and had sick 
headaches. —Lancet, April 30, 1872. 


MEDICAL NEWS. 
DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE. 


American Medical Association. — The 
twenty-third annual meeting of this Asso- 
ciation was held in Philadelphia, May 7, 
8, 9, and 10. Over 700 delegates were 
present. 

The Convention was called to order by 
the President, Dr. D. W. Yandell, of Ken- 
tucky, and the proceedings were opened 
by prayer by the Right Reverend William 
Bacon Stevens, M.D., Bishop of Eastern 
Pennsylvania. 

An address of welcome on behalf of the 
medical profession of Philadelphia was 
delivered by Dr. R. E. Rogers, Chairman 
of the Committee of Reception, and Dr. 
Edward Hartshorne, Chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Arrangements, announced the 
programme. 

The annual address of the President 
was then delivered, 

Dr. H. F. Askew, of Delaware, moved 
the reference to the Committee on Ethics, 
without debate, of all questions of a per-. 
sonal character, and all questions relating 
to credentials. On the call of the previous 
question it was passed by an overwhelming 
vote. The Chair appointed the following 
Committee on Ethics: Drs. H. F. Askew, of 
Delaware, N. S. Davis, of Illinois, Calvin 
Seavy, of Maine, J. K. Bartlett, of Wis- 
consin, and S. D. Gross, of Pennsylvania. 
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In the evening a promenade concert was 
given in Horticultural Hall, and areception 
in the Foyer, by the Biological and Micro- 
scopical Section of the Academy of Natural 
Sciences. There were exhibited beneath 
more than one hundred choice micro- 
copes, arranged on two long tables appro- 
priately lighted, numerous specimens of 
pathology, anatomy, microscopic photo- 
graphy, etc. The spectra of numerous 
substances were shown by the aid of five 
spectroscopes, 

May 8. The Nominating Committee of 
one from each State was appointed by the 
State delegations. 

Dr. Bronson, of Massachusetts, offered 
the following amendment to the By-laws: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Ethics, 
to consist of seven members, be nominated 
by the Nominating Committee. Lost. 

Dr. N. S. Davis, of Illinois, offered the 
following :— 

Whereas it has been represented that 
the Massachusetts Medical Society consid- 
ers that its delegates to the annual meet- 
ing of the American Medical Association 
in Washington, May, 1870, were unjustly 
excluded by the Committee of Arrange- 
ments ; and 

Whereas the action of the Committee on 
Ethics, at the same meeting, in refusing 
the right of said Committee of Arrange- 
ments to exclude the Massachusetts dele- 
gation, is not yet fully understood by that 
society ; therefore 

Resolved, That the Association acknowl- 
edge the great and effective efforts of the 
Massachusetts Medical Society to elevate 
the profession, and to suppress quackery 
of all sorts, and especially assure that so- 
ciety of encouragement and support in its 
present exertions to rid itself of all pre- 
tenders. 

Referred to the Committee on Ethics. 

Dr. F. G. Smith, of Pennsylvania, pre- 
sented the Report of the Committee of 
‘Publication. It set forth that 750 copies 
of the Transactions of the Society had been 
published, at a cost of $1549.39. 

Dr. Caspar Wister, of Pennsylvania, 
treasurer, reported that the Association 
last year exercised a praiseworthy dis- 
crimination in the selection of the mate- 
rial furnished for publication, and conse- 
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quently the volume of Transactions was 
smaller, more compact, cheaper and more 
desirable to the profession than heretofore, 
The edition was published at a price which 
leaves a balance on hand for the use of the 
Association when it may hereafter become 
forgetful of its prudence, and refer a great 
mass of manuscript for publication. The 
treasurer counselled care in the adoption 
of prize essays, for out of this has arisen 
a considerable expense. The treasury ig 
depleted annually to the extent of $200, 
which it can ill afford. The account cur- 
rent shows a balance in hand of $1005, 
being about $300 more than was in hand 
last year. The Treasurer asked the Asso- 
ciation to bear in mind that there are no 
discretionary powers vested in the Com- 
mittee of Publication. They must publish 
everything which is referred to them by 
the sections. Referred to the Publication 
Committee. 

Dr. J. S. Weatherly, of Alabama, pre- 
sented the Report of the Committee on 
Medical Education. Referred to the Com- 
mittee of Publication. 

Dr. F. A. Ashford, of the District of 
Columbia, Librarian, presented his report. 
Referred to the Committee of Publication. 

The Committee on Prize Essay pre- 
sented their report, awarding the annual 
prize to Dr. Samuel R. Percy, of New 
York, for an essay on the subject of 
‘¢ What physiological value has phospho- 
Tus a8 an organismal element ?” 

Dr. Theophilus Parvin, of Indiana, pre- 
sented the report of the Committee on 
Medical Literature, and advocated the 
publication, under the auspices of the As- 
sociation, of a medical journal, instead of 
the annual volume of Transactions. Re- 
ferred to the Committee of Publication. 

Dr. J. D. Jackson, of Kentucky, pre- 
sented the report of the Committee on 
American Medical Necrology. Referred 
to the Committee of Publication. 

Dr. William R. Findley, of Pennsylva- 
nia, presented a resolution which declared 
that as the Association, at its meeting in 
1869, unanimously adopted a resolution 
classing all who practised medicine on the 
‘‘ contract system” with ‘irregular prac- 
titioners,” and as this action has excited 
considerable controversy in many of the 
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county societies, the members of which 
have misunderstood the meaning of that 
resolution, it is therefore important that 
the Committee on Ethics decide whether 
such physicians are really “irregular.” 
Referred to the Committee on Ethics. 

Dr. Sutton, of Indiana, presented a 
special report upon comparative pathol- 
ogy, and advocated the formation of a 
great medical library, open to all. 

Dr. Woodward, of the U. 8S. Army, 
stated that the national medical library, 
which Dr. Sutton considers so desirable, 
is already in existence; that the’ library 
of the Surgeon General’s Office in Wash- 
ington has been furnished with funds du- 
ring the last four or five years by Con- 
‘gress, and has been accumulating books 
until it now contains some eighteen thou- 
sand volumes, and that there is every 
probability that a large appropriation will 
be granted during the present session for 
its continuance. 

Dr. Stetler, of Pennsylvania, offered 
the following: — 

Resolved, That no report or paper which 
is referred to the various sections shall 
be referred by the latter to the Committee 
of Publication without first having been 
examined and approved by two-thirds of 
the members present at said section. 

Indefinitely postponed. 

In the evening, in addition to the hos- 
pitalities extended by citizens, the dele- 
gates were entertained with a lecture by 
Dr. H. D. Noyes, of New York, on “The 
relation of diséase of the inner structure 
of the eye to other affections of the body,” 
illustrated by ophthalmoscopic pictures 
projected upon a screen by means of the 
magic lantern, in the lecture-room of the 
medical department of the University. of 
Pennsylvania. 

At eight o’clock Professor Robert E. 
Rogers, of the University, delivered a 
brief lecture on the two subjects of the 
Spectroscope and Electricity. He first ex- 
plained the action of the spectroscope in 
analyzing the light of the sun and other 
heavenly bodies, and also that produced 
by the‘combustion of minerals and gases, 
and in illustration, he projected upon a 
screen the spectra of several of the sub- 
stances alluded to. 
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May 9. The following preamble and 
resolutions adopted by the College of Phy- 
sicians of Philadelphia were offered :— 

Whereas cases of accidental poisoning 
and of the internal administration of med- 
icines intended only for external use are 
80 frequent; and 

Whereas every possible sategeard should 
be employed to prevent such accidents ; 
therefore 

Resolved, That it is recommended to all 
druggists to place all external remedies in 
bottles not only colored, so as to appeal 
to the eye, but also rough on one side, so 
that by the sense of touch no mistakes 
shall be possible even in the dark; and 
that all bottles containing poisons should 
not only be labelled ‘poison,’’ but also 
with another label indicating the most effi- 
cient and convenient antidote. Adopted. 

Dr. Alexander W. Stein, of New York 
city, presented the following :— 

Whereas it has long been recognized 


that diseases of a dangerous and fatal na- 


ture are transmissible from animals to 
man, and that certain zymotic affections, 
which are common to both man and ani- 
mals, do very frequently manifest them- 
selves, first in the latter and subsequently 
in man, thus warning us that to be indif- 
ferent to the condition of the inferior ani- 
mals is to introduce and create centres of 
diseases among ourselves; therefore 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed 
to ascertain what measures can be insti- 
tuted to prevent the extension of such 
diseases to man, and what sanitary meas- 
ures can be effected to arrest the progress 
of such diseases in animals, the committee 
to report next year. Adopted. The Chair 
appointed Drs. Stein, of New York, Sut- 
ton, of Indiana, and S. D. Gross, of: Penn- 
sylvania. 

Dr. Frederick Horner, of Virginia, pro- 
posed the following :— 

Whereas the abuse of ardent spirits in 
our country has proved injurious to the 
health of the community, 

Resolved, That the members of this As- 
sociation are recommended to discourage 
the use of alcoholic stimuli in their prac- 
tice. Adopted. 

Dr. Walker, of New York, presented a 
resolution providing that so much of the 
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report of the Committee on Literature as 
relates to the establishment of a National 
Medical Journal, be referred to a special 
committee. Agreed to. 

The. president appointed the following 
committee: Drs. Pollock, of Pa.; West- 
moreland, of Ga. ; Talley, of S.C.; Walker, 
of N.Y.; Jackson, of Ky.; Weatherly, of 
Ala. ; and McGuire, of Va. 

Dr. Francis G. Smith, of Pennsylvania, 
chairman of the Committee on Nomencla- 
ture of Diseases, reported that, in accord- 
ance with instructions given to them by 
the Association in 1870, they had prepared 
® nomenclature to be adopted and ob- 
served by the practitioners of the United 
States. The system presented by the 
committee is based upon that of the Royal 
College of Physicians of London, with such 
additions and modifications as in the judg- 
ment of the committee were needed. In 
selecting Latin equivalents the committee 
had frequently departed from the English 
nomenclature, and so far as possible the 
English rather than the Latin terms have 
been employed. 

The report had appended to it the fol- 
lowing :— 

Resolved, That the report of the Com- 
mittee on Nomenclature of Diseases be 
referred to a special committee of five 
members, to be appointed by the president, 
who shall examine it and report upon its 
final disposition at the present meeting of 
the Association. 

Resolved, That on the favorable report 
of said committee it shall be referred back 
to the Committee on Nomenclature for the 
preparation of an index. 

Dr. Woodward, of Washington, on behalf 
of the minority, reported that, while they 


have the highest respect for the ability ; 


and learning of those members of the 
committee whose residence in Philadel- 
phia has enabled them to attend its 
meetings and aid in the production of the 
report just read, they nevertheless feel it 
a duty to express their earnest convictions 
that the adoption of a nomenclature and a 
classification by this Association is a mat- 
ter of too great importance to be acted 
upon hastily, and. before any of the mem- 
bers of the Association, except a part of 
the committee, have had any opportunity 
to examine for themselves the nomencla- 
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ture and classification which it is now 
proposed that we shall adopt. The mi- 
nority of the committee had no opportu- 
nity to examine the proof sheets of this 
work until the commencement of the 
present meeting. 

The resolution appended to the minority 
report was as follows :— 

Resolved, That the nomenclature and 
classification just submitted by the com- 
mittee be published in the Transactions ; 
that one thousand extra copies be printed 
in cheap pamphlet form and distributed 
to the profession, and that the question of 
the adoption of the nomenclature and clas- 
sification by this body be,postponed until 
the next annual meeting. 

The resolution appended to the minority 
report was adopted. 

Dr. William 0. Baldwin, of Alabama, 
presented the following report of the Com- 
mittee on Nominations :— 

President—Dr. Thomas M. Logan, of 
California. 

Vice-Presidents—Drs. B. H. Catlin, of 
Connecticut; McPheeters, of Missouri; 
Pollock, of Penna. ; and Briggs, of Tenn. 

Treasurer—Dr. Caspar Wister, of Penna. 

Librarian—Dr. William Lee, of D. C. 

Permanent Secretary—Dr. William B. 
Atkinson, of Pennsylvania. 

Assistant Secretary—Dr. Montrose A. 
Pallen, of Missouri. 

Committee of Arrangements—Drs. J. B. 
Johnsten, J. T. Hodgen, J. P. Moore, 
Robinson, Kennard, Leete, Brokaw, and 
J. M. Scott, all of Missouri. 

Committee on Library—Dr. J, M. Toner, 
of District of Columbia. 

The place of next meeting—St. Louis, 
Missouri. Adopted. 

Dr: Keller, of Kentucky, presented the 
following :— 

Resolved, That so much of the report of 
the Committee on Education as refers to 
the establishment of a medical congress, 
consisting of an equal number of repre- 
sentatives from each State, is of immediate 
importance, and, in order to further the 
views thus expressed, that a committee be 
appointed at once to take the preliminary 
steps necessary to organization with in- 
structions to report before the adjourn- 
ment of this convention. Lost. 

Dr. Montrose A. Pallen, of Missouri, 
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presented a proposition for the establish- 
ment of a National Academy of Medicine, 
for the purpose of elevating the standard 
of medical attainments and the moral 
worth of its members. Lost, 

Dr. Logan, of California, chairman of 
the Committee on Public Hygiene, pre- 
sented a report, in which the committee 
ask to be constituted a special section on 
State Medicine and Public Hygiene, to 
which all subjects cognate thereto may 
be referred; also that they be empowered 
to take such action, in connection with the 
authorities at Washington, as in their 
jndgment may be deemed expedient in 
carrying out the objects of the resolutions. 

Dr. J. C. Tucker, of California, offered 
a substitute recommending to Congress to 
establish a National Sanitary Bureau, in 
charge of six competent medical men, to 
be appointed by the Secretary of the 
Treasury of the United States, from physi- 
cians nominated by this Association. The 
substitute was, on motion, laid upon the 
table. 

The resolutions contained in the report 
of the committee were adopted, after 
atriking out the portion empowering the 
committee to confer with the Government 
at Washington. 

Dr. Keller, of Kentucky, moved that 
when papers are referred to the Publica- 
tion Committee, with instructions to that 
effect, they are to be published, but when 
without definite instructions the Commit- 
tee will exercise its discretion. 

The resolution was discussed and sev- 
eral amendments were offered. A long 
debate ensued upon the powers.and privi- 
leges of the Publication Committee with 
regard to the publication of papers pre- 
sented to them. On motion of Dr. Davis, 
of Illinois, the whole subject was indefi- 
hitely postponed. 

Dr. Askew, of Delaware, from the Com- 
mittee on Ethics, presented a report, which 
Was read by Dr. Davis, of Illinois, secre- 
tary, and each section of which was acted 
upon by the Association immediately on 
being read. 

In relation to the preamble and resolu- 
tions offered by Dr. Davis, of Illinois, 
touching the Massachusetts Medical So- 
ciety, the committee recommended them 
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for unanimous adoption by the Associa- 
tion. Adopted, 

The committee report in regard to the 
official communication of the Correspond- 
ing Secretary of the Medical Society of 
the District of Columbia, certifying that 
Drs. Bowen, Bond, Williams, Crouse, 
Phillips, and others have forfeited their 
membership in that society by reason of 
not having paid their dues for three years, 
and after repeated notice of the fact and 
its q the committee recom- 
mend that their names be stricken from 
the roll of membership ; and also the same 
action in regard to Dr. D. W. Bliss, who 
is under sentence of expulsion from that 
society. Unanimously adopted. 

In regard to the alumni associations of 
medical colleges, the committee reported 
that it did not. consider them such medical 
societies a3 were intended, by the consti- 
tution, to be eligible to membership, and 
hence they recommend that no delegates 
be received from any of the alumni asso- 
ciations of any of the medical colleges 
from any part of the country. Unani- 
mously adopted. 

In regard to the Pathological Society of 
Berks County, Pa., the registration of 
whose delegates had been postponed on 
account of the protest alleging the want 
of good standing on the part of that so- 
ciety, the Committee postponed action 
from the want of proper evidence. 

In regard to the Academy of Medicine of 
Washington, D. C.; the Freedmen’s Hospi- 
tal, of the District of Columbia, and the 
Howard University of Washington, D. C., 
the registration of whose delegates had 
been .postponed by the Committee of Ar- 
rangements on account of want of good 
standing on the part of those institutions, 
as indicated by the action of this Associa- 
tion in 1870 and 1871, the Committee re- 
port the facts as follows: First, that this 
Association, at its meeting in San Fran- 
cisco in 1871, by the emphatic vote of 83 
to 26, refused to so amend the constitu- 
tion as’ to admit; delegates from colleges 
in which women are taught and graduated 
in medicine, and from hospitals in which 
women, graduates in medicine, attend, 
Second, that this Association, in 1870, 
declared, by an almost equally emphatic 
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vote, that a medical society constituted in 
part by members who were not licensed to 
practise in accordance with the civil law 
governing such cases in certain States, is 
not entitled to representation in this As- 
sociation. Third, that sections 3, 4, and 5 
of the act of Congress, passed July, 1838, 
incorporating the Medical Society of the 
District of Columbia, and which has been 
the law regulating the practice of medi- 
cine in that District up to the present 
time, requires all persons coming into the 
District to practise medicine to apply for, 
and within six months obtain, a license to 
practise from the Board of Examiners, and 
to effect that purpose makes it a misde- 
meanor, accompanied by a fine of $50, to 
practise without such license. Fourth, 
that it has been proven by the testimony 
of several witnesses that the Medical So- 
ciety of the Academy of Medicine of 
Washington, now contains in full fellow- 
ship at least four or five members who have 
never applied for and obtained licenses to 
practise, and yet are actually practising 
medicine, and three of whom are on the 
list of delegates sent by that society to 
this Association; also, that one of them 
is a member of the medical staff of the 
Freedmen’s Hospital, and also that several 
of the faculty of the Howard University 
‘ are members of the same Academy of 
Medicine, and one of the teachers is a 
woman. 

In view of these facts, the committee 
cannot regard either of the three institu- 
tions named as in good standing, whether 
tested by civil law, by the former deci 
sions of this Association, or by its code of 
ethics, and hence the committee recom- 
mend that the delegates from those several 
institutions be not admitted into this body. 

After an animated discussion and the 
call of the previous question, this portion 
of the report was adopted by an over- 
whelming majority. 

The Committee on Ethics offered the 
following :— 

Resolved, That the members of the pro- 
fession hired by the month or year for 
definite wages, by families, railroads, man- 
ufacturing corporations, or any money- 
making institution whatever, for ordinary 
surgical or medical practice, always ex- 





DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE. 


cepting eleemosynary and charitable insti. 
tutions and hospitals, are to be classed 
as irregular practitioners, and, therefore, 
disqualified for membership in this Asgo- 
ciation, or in State or county societies, 

Dr. Weatherly, of Alabama, moved to 
refer this question back to the State go- 
cieties. Agreed to. 

In the evening a lecture, illustrated by 
numerous interesting experiments, wag 
delivered by Dr. J. Solis Cohen, at the 
Jefferson Medical College. 

May 10. A resolution was offered 
placing the United States Marine Hospital 
Service in the same relative position in this 
Association as the Medical Department of 
the army and navy, and making the neces- 
sary alterations in the constitution. Laid 
over for one year. 

Obituary resolutions were passed upon 
the death of Dr. Zina Pitcher, of Michi- 
gan; and Drs. Samuel Jackson, Wm. W. 
Gerhard, and Samuel Henry Dickson, of 
Pennsylvania. 

Dr. 8. D. Gross, of Pennsylvania, pro- 
posed as an amendment to the By-laws, 
under the head of Standing Committees, 
that instead of a report on medical educa- 
tion, on medical literature, and climatol- 
ogy and epidemic diseases, there shall 
annually be delivered before the Associa- 
tion, at its general meeting, an address on 
medicine, an address on surgery, and an 
address on midwifery, or the diseases of 
children—the lecturers to be appointed by 
the Nominating Committee. 

The ‘amendment was laid over to the 
next meeting. 

Dr. E. Lloyd Howard, of Md., presented 
aresolution for the appointment of a com- 
mittee of three, to report, at the next meet- 
ing of the Association, a plan for a better 
arrangement of the sections, and for the 
more rigid examination of the papers of- 
fered for publication. Agreed to, and the 
president appointed on.the committee 
Drs. Howard, of Maryland, Bronson, of 
Massachusetts, and R. E. Rogers, of Penn- 
sylvania. 

Dr. Alexander W. Stein, of New York, 
offered the following :— 

Resolved, That the committee appointed 
by this Association in Washington, D. C.; 
in 1870, to report on what means are ex- 
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pedient to prevent the renewal of prescrip- 
tions by druggists without the consent of 
the physician ordering said prescriptions, 
be continued one year. Agreed to. 

Dr. Skillman, of Kentucky, presented 
a resolution acknowledging the services 
of Dr. William B. Atkinson as Permanent 
Secretary of the Association, and appro- 
priating to him an annual salary of $1000. 

On motion of Dr. Davis, of Illinois, it 
was resolved that, in view of the present 
prosperous condition of the treasury, the 
Permanent Secretary shall receive from 
the Association a present of $500 as a 
token of their appreciation of his services. 

On motion of Dr. Parsons, of New York, 
the case of Dr. Paluel De Marmon, of 
New York, was referred to the Committee 
on Medical Ethics, with instructions to 
report at the next annual meeting. 

On motion of Dr. Baldwin, of Alabama, 
& special committee was appointed, with 
Dr. Sullivan as chairman, to consider the 
relations between physicians and drug- 
gists, and report at the next meeting. 

Dr. Reese, of New York, offered the 
following :— 

Resolved, That while we admit the right 
of woman to acquire medical education 
and to practise medicine and surgery in 
all their departments, we deem the public 
association of the sexes in our medical 
schools and at the clinics of our hospitals 
as.impracticable, unnecessary,and deroga- 
tory to the instincts of true modesty in 
either sex. 

The consideration of the resolution was, 
without discussion, indefinitely postponed. 

The President announced that as the 
business before the Association had been 
disposed of, he declared the Association 
adjourned, to meet in St. Louis on the 
first Tuesday in May, 1873. 

On the adjournment of the convention, 
the Association visited Fairmount Park, 
by invitation of the medical profession of 
Philadelphia. After viewing the beauties 
of the Park, they partook of a collation at 
the Pavilion. 

On the days of the Sessions of the Asso- 
ciation there were exhibited in the Hall 
of the College of Physicians a large, 
varied, and novel collection of chemical 
and electrical apparatus, of pathological 
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and anatomical specimens and diagrams, 
of chemical and pharmaceutical prepara- 
tions, of medical, surgical, and obstetri- 
cal instruments, of instruments of pre- 
cision, and of the recent medical publi- 
cations. In the book department, which 
was particularly interesting, there were 
displayed beneath four large show-cases 
a number of curious, rare, and valu- 
able prints, many of them illustrating the 
early history of American medical litera- 
ture. Most of the latter were drawn from 
the valuable ccllections of Dr. Gilbert and 
Prof. Carson of Philadelphia. Dr. Gilbert 
also exhibited a number of portraits of 
men distinguished in early American medi- 
cine; among these was an original by Ben- 
jamin West of Dr. Benjamin Rush at the 
age of twenty-three. 

Thus ended the largest and one of the 
pleasantest meetings of the American 
Medical Association that has ever been 
held, Assembled together under circum- 
stances which led the less sanguine to 
believe that it was for the last time, the 
Association, on the first day of its session, 
by an overwhelming vote recorded its de- 
termination to prevent the agitation of 
those subjects which had disturbed the 
peace of recent meetings. .And when 
those subjects in due course came under 
consideration, they were treated with the 
deliberation that their importance de- 
manded, and disposed of by such an 
enormous majority as to justify the hope 
that they will not again be intruded upon 
the Association. 


Calabar Bean in Cerebro-spinal Menin- 
gitis.—Dr. N. 8. Davis states (Medical 
Examiner, April 1, 1872) that he has used’ 
the Calabar Bean either alone or in com- 
bination with ergot, with more apparent 
effect in controlling cerebro-spinal menin- 
gitis than any other remedy he has tried. 
The following was his prescription for a 
case ina child 11 years of age. “R— 
Tinct. Calabar bean 3j; Fl. extr. ergot. 
3jss.” M. A teaspoonful to be given 
every two hours. 


Cimicifuga Racemosa as a Preventive of 
Smallpoz.—Dr. G. D. Norris, at a recent 
meeting of the Alabama State Medical 
Association, ‘stated that during the prev- 
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alence of smallpox in Huntsville, certain 
families, at the instance of some one un- 
known, had resorted to the free use of the 
tea of the cimicifuga racemosa, or black 
snakeroot of the United States Pharma- 
copeeia (cohosh), as a preventive of small- 
por. Inthe families using the cimicifuga, 
there occurred no case of the smallpox, 
though some were exposed to the disease. 
In the same families, Dr. Norris vacci- 
nated the members, but without effect so 
long as they continued the use of the 
cohosh; after ceasing to use the tea as & 
prophylactic, he again vaccinated them, 
when the specific effects of the vaccine 
virus were produced. He submitted the 
results in these cases as new, and not 
without interest to the profession.” —At- 
lanta Med. and Surg. Journal, April, 1872. 

Medicinal Powers of Eucalyptus.—Dr. 
Davip Wooster calls attention (Pacific 
Med. and Surg. Journ., May, 1872) to the 
effects of the fluid extract of the Eucalyp- 
tus. He states trat he has ‘‘ used some 
gallons of it during a period of eight 
months in the U.S. Marine Hospital, and 
was surprised at its uniform and reliable 
effects in affections for which it is suitable. 
It is a diuretic of rare virtue, and may be 
administered when most of the diuretics 
now in common use are inadmissible. It 
is an aromatic tonic, and has notable re- 
storative effects in low states of the sys- 
tem, as in typhoid fever, typhoid diar- 
rhoea, and dysentery. 

In vesical catarrh it alone cures. In 
spasmodic stricture it relieves with great 
promptness. In all affections of the mu- 
cous membranes its beneficial action is 
remarkable. We have treated many cases 
of acute gonorrhoea with no other remedy. 
Per contra, in syphilis it is useless except 
as an alterative. 

It has no antiperiodic action. It re- 
lieves headache apparently as the saline 
diuretics do, by its diuretic action. 

As an external application in chronic 
ulcers, it has great value. 

It does not impair but rather improves 
the appetite. 


Medical College of the State of South Caro- 
lina.—The following changes have been 





made in the faculty of this school. Dr, 
E. Geppines has resigned the chair of 
Clinical Medicine, and is appointed Emer- 
itus Professor of the Institutes and Prac- 
tice of Medicine. Dr. F. Peyre Porcneg 
has been appointed to the chair made va- 
cant by the resignation of Dr. Geddings, 
Dr. F. M. Ropertson has been appointed 
Professor of Gynzecology and Clinical Ob- 
stetrics. Dr. J. Forp Prioxeat, fills the 
chair of Principles and Practice of Obstet- 
rics. 


Mortality from Smallpoz in Philadelphia.— 
Week ending April 27th, deaths . . 68 
May 4th, ‘* - 85 
“ “cc “ 11 th; ‘6s . 60 

ss 618th, =“ - 29 
“ 6s 25th, 6s ‘ 85 
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Ositvary Recorp.—Died in this city, 
April 28th, Wu. W. Geraarp, M.D., aged 
68. Dr. G. was among the first to teach 
here the physical signs of the diseases of 
the chest, and pointed out, in conjunction 
with the late Dr. Pennock, the differential 
diagnosis between typhus and typhoid 
fever. (Amer. Journ. of Med. Sci., Feb. 
1837, p. 289.) In 1885, he published a 
short treatise on the Diagnosis of Thoracic 
Diseases, and in 1846, a work on “The 
Diagnosis, Pathology, and Treatment of 
the Diseases of the Chest,” which reached 
a fourth edition in 1860. For a quarter 
of a century he was one of the attending 
physicians to the Pennsylvania Hospital, 
resigning about four years since. 

The Medical Board of the Hospital have 
adopted the following resolutions expres- 
sive of their feelings on the loss the pro- 
fession has sustained : — 

‘‘We have learned with regret of the 
death of Dr. W. W. Gerhard. 

“During the twenty-five years that he 
was attached to the Hospital Staff, most 
if not all of us have occupied the positions 
of both his pupils and colleagues, and in 
that period have formed strong ties of 
friendship, arising from his true goodness 
of heart and conscientious sense of duty. 
In this intimate intercourse, also, our ad- 
miration of his professional talents con- 
stantly increased, he fully sustaining the 
great reputation he acquired both in this 
country and abroad. Dying, he has left 
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behind him a name among physicians 
which few can hope to attain. 
“Resolved, That we sincerely sympathize 
with the family in their affliction. 
“Resolved, That a copy of these resolu- 
tions be sent to the family of the de- 
ceased. Wituiam Hunt, Secretary.” 
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Lostorfer’s ** Syphilis-corpuscles.”— Dr. 
H. Késner, of Breslau, has recently pub- 
lished an account of his researches on 
this subject. Having drawn specimens of 
blood from syphilitic patients, and pro- 
tected them from air by receiving them 
into freshly blown glass bulbs with sealed 
capillary ends, Dr. Kébner found that, 
after two or three days in a temperature 
of 52 to 68 degrees Fahr., a few of the 
red corpuscles presented an indented out- 
line; and, in the interspaces between the 
red corpuscles, there were colourless ho- 
mogeneous vesicles, refracting light only 
alittle more than serum, and having an 
indistinct contour. They differed remark- 


ably in figure, size, and arrangement, in 
different parts of the same preparation ; 
some were round, others oval, others 
pear-shaped; some were attached to the 
red corpuscles, others to the white, and 


others lay free in the plasma. Some of 
the vesicles had a minute gray mass at- 
tached; others, one or two vesicles, simi- 
lar in character, but nearly always small- 
ér, producing the appearance described 
by Lostorfer as gemmation. In some 
parts, the vesicles were collected in chains 
of from three to six, or in masses of as 
many as fifteen. The diameter of the 
vesicles varied from .0082 to .0015 milli- 
metre (about 7,,,th to yg4,,th of an 
inch); a few only were nearly as large 
as the red corpuscles. Some of these 
larger vesicles had a small space in the 
interior. Similar vesicles were also ob- 
served in the interior of the white cor- 
puscles. On the fourth, fifth, and sixth 
days, the vesicles had increased in num- 
ber, and some of them had become aggre- 
gated into masses. In these masses, the 
vesicles’ were nearly of the same size— 
sbout half as large as a red corpuscle; 
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elsewhere, they varied as before in size 
and form. Here and there small vesicles 
were ‘observed within, or at the edge of, 
masses of detritus. From observations 
extending over three weeks, Dr. Kébner 
became convinced that these vesicles were 
neither oil-globules nor cryptogamic 
spores. This was shown not only by 
their general characters and their reac- 
tion to various chemical reagénts, but 
also by the fact that they decreased and 
at last disappeared, while the bacteria 
and mycelia increased. Although, then, 
these vesicles were of no pathogenetic 
importance, still their exclusive occur- 
rence (as asserted by Lostorfer) in syphi- 
litic blood might have a diagnostic value. 
But, on examination, Dr. Kébner found 
similar appearances in the blood of pa- 
tients suffering from smallpox, eczema, 
lupus, and acne, as well as in the blood of 
syphilitic patients who had been treated 
with mercury and iodine, and in healthy 
blood. The ber of vesicles observed 
in specimens of blood from the same pa- 
tient was much’ modified by certain acci- 
dental circumstances, especially by the 
rapidity with which the blood was cov- 
ered in. The corpuscles were fewest, or 
even none, in blood which was not cov- 
ered in for several minutes. Dr. Kébner 
then varied the method of observation in 
several ways. When the specimen was 
immediately covered in with varnish, and 
placed in a water-bath of 25.36 degrees 
Cent. (77.97 degrees Fahr.), a number of 
the vesicles appeared in the course of an 
hour; while in similarly prepared speci- 
mens from the same subject, lying in the 
same room, at a temperature of 50.63 de- 
grees Fahr., scarcely one could be found. 
On examining the specimens from one 
quarter of an hour to another, he was 
able to see, at the end of two hours, that 
a number of new vesicles had been 
formed in the islets of protoplasm; and 
that, in some instances, two became 
joined-in a round, cylindrical, or oval 
body. Being at first inclined to suppose 
that these appearances might be due to 
the living plasma, and bearing in mind 
the experiments of Binz on the action of 
quinia on the amoeboid colourless cor- 
puscles, Dr. Kébnuer compared the blood 
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taken from the puncture made in inject- 
ing a quinia solution in a case of neural- 
gia with some blood taken from.a finger 
of the same patient, and on the next day 
found that the latter contained numerous 
vesicles, and the former none. Another 
similar observation, however, showed that 
the difference depended on some acciden- 
tal circumstance ; for both specimens con- 
tained the vesicles. Various observa- 
tions with specimens prepared in the 
moist chamber, and by cementing, with 
or without the application of warmth, 
showed similar differences in the blood of 
healthy persons, and those suffering from 
smallpox and other diseases. For in- 
stance, in specimens of healthy blood ce- 
mented in immediately after being drawn, 
vesicles were met with in an hour, and 
were greatly increased in quantity when 
warmth was applied; while in other 
specimens, placed at the same time in the 
moist chamber, the vesicles did not ap- 
pear till two, four, or five days. Dr. 


K6bner observed the development of the 
yesicles in the plasma of the blood, by 
using a fenestrated heated chamber, such 


as has been devised by Professor Cohn 
for observing the movements in vegetable 
protoplasm. As the temperature was 
raised, their number was perceptibly in- 
creased; and they gradually ran together 
here and there, until at a heat of 102 de- 
grees Fahr. they diminished, and,at 115 
degrees Fahr. shrank up. As to their 
nature, he believes them to be vacuoles, 
such as were first described by Dujardin 
in the sarcode of infusoria, and. lately 
studied by Cohn and Braun in the cells of 
plants. Ata meeting of the Vienna Medi- 
cal Society on April 26, Dr. Stricker re- 
marked that no one indeed would believe 
that Lostorfer’s corpuscles were orga- 
nisms, or that they formed the essence of 
the syphilitic virus; and hence, after all 
that had been said on the subject, there 
was ‘just as much obscurity as before as 
to their nature.—Brit. Med. Journ., May 
11, 1872. 

Dr. F. J. Bumsteap, in a letter to the 
Medical Record (May 15th), states that 
Prof. Stricker, than whom there can be 
no higher authority, and who has been 
carefully examining Lostorfer’s so-called 
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‘¢ syphilis-corpuscles,” has come to the 
conclusion *‘that the presence of these 
bodies is due to the impairment of nutri. 
tion and the cachectic condition of the 
individual, and not to the existence of 
syphilis or any other one disease exclu- 
sively.” 

Prof. 8. has examined the blood of “six 
persons free from syphilitic taint, but 
whose nutrition and vital powers were 
impaired by different diseases, and blood 
from all of them exhibited the peculiar 
‘‘newly discovered” corpuscles of Dr. Los- 
torfer. 

Farther, Dr. B. states that Prof. 8. has 
found nothing in the blood answering Prof, 
Salisbury’s description of ‘‘ crypta syphi- 
litica.” 

Thus one more supposed wonderful dis- 
covery is shown to be a fiction. 

Deaths from Chloroform —In the No. of 
the British Medical Journal for May 4, 
1872, Dr. Guascort reports a case of this 
which occurred at the Royal Eye Hospital, 
Manchester. R. B., aged 48, had chlo- 
roform administered to him prior to the 
operation of extraction of both cataractous 
lenses. After inhaling one drachm of 
chloroform poured upon a towel a small 
quantity was again poured upon it. At 
the end of about five minutes more the 
patient began to struggle and breathe ir- 
regularly, and his heart’s action suddenly 
ceased (during the whole of the time his 
conjunctiva was sensitive to the touch). 
At the autopsy the heart was found con- 
siderably hypertrophied and fatty. 

The same journal also records another 
case which occurred May 1, at St. Bar- 
tholomew’s Hospital. Chloroform was ad- 
ministered to a young man having a pha- 
geedenic sore. After a very few minutes, 
before the patient was fully under the 
influence of the vapour, the pulse ceased, 
and all efforts, including galvanism and 
artificial respiration, persisted in for an 
hour, proved unavailing to restore life. 

Heat as a Poison.—It appears from some 
curious experiments of M. Ciaupg Bza- 
NaRD that heat, when it attains too high 
a degree, acts on animals like a poison, 
and destroys feeling and motion. The 
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precise action of heat on the blood, ac- 
cording to M. C. B., is as follows: the 
blood of an animal killed by heat becomes 
black, the oxygen it contains is rapidly 
transformed into carbonic acid, and fi- 
nally disappears. This is not @ true toxi- 
cal action, but rather an excitemeut of 
the vital and normal properties of the red 
particles. The black blood of the rabbit 
killed by heat is still living; it absorbs 
oxygen by contact with the air, and 
again becomes ruddy, if the experiment 
is tried in time. Between 167° and 190° 
F., however, the blood coagulates, loses 
its vital properties, and cannot again be- 
come red. Heat above a certain degree 
kills the muscles without killing the blood. 
The chemical character of this poisoning 
of the muscles by heat is the most ob- 
secure part of the subject. It now re- 
mains for chemists to analyze the pheno- 
mena which accompany the muscular 
rigidity and cessation of motion produced 
by heat, and thus to solve the problem of 
the precise action of this poison, as they 
have done in the case of certain others. 

Myrrh in Dyspepsia.—Dr. DELioux DE 
Savienac, (Bull. de Therap. Dec. 15, 1871) 
writing on the therapeutic properties of 
myrrh, observes: ‘‘The stomach is the 
portion of the digestive apparatus which 
has appeared to me to be most happily 
influenced by myrrh. My experience fully 
confirms the reality of the stomachic pro- 
perties which have been attributed to it 
by the older writers. I have seen pain- 
ful forms of dyspepsia rapidly relieved, 
and even cured, by the use of this gum- 
resin; sometimes I have given it in con- 
junction with other remedies, such as bis- 
muth, magnesia, bicarbonate of soda, etc., 
drugs which had hitherto proved ineffec- 
tual, and sometimes I have employed it 
alone, so as to leave no doubt as to the 
efficacy of its action.” —Birmingham Med. 
Rev., April, 1872. 


Bromide of Potassium.—It has been said 
that the prolonged use of bromide of po- 
tassium was injurious to the economy in 
many ways—notably that it caused loss of 
memory, diminished the appetite, reduced 
the weight of the body, and even predis- 
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posed to phthisis. With a view of satis- 
fying themselves on these points, the fol- 
lowing. observations were made by the 
medical officers of the Sussex County Lu- 
natic Asylum, Haywards Heath. Ten pa- 
tients, four females and six males, were 
ordered the bromide, in doses varying from 
twenty to forty grains, three times a day. 
Their weights were taken weekly, and the 
effects carefully noted, It would appear 
from these observations that, when the 
bromide is given in doses not exceeding 
one drachm daily, it almost invariably in- 
creases the weight of the body ; and that 
even where this dose is doubled the weight 
need not necessarily diminish, but rather 
that the chances are in favour of its in- 
creasing. The appetite was never im- 
paired, and the functions of the secretory 
and excretory systems were not percepti- 
bly affected in any instance. As regards 
the alleged failure of memory, no opinion 
could of course be formed from observa- 
tions derived from insane patients ; but the 
medical officers from whom we are quoting 
state that they have not, in their expe- 
rience of the remedy, had any evidence 
in support of such a view.—Lancet, April 
20th, 1872. 

Brominated Camphor.—Prof. Deverre, 
of Ghent, says (Presse Med. Belge) he has 
for more than two years used a com- 
bination of camphor and bromine, to 
which he calls attention. It is known 
that bromine and camphor unite at or- 
dinary temperatures, but the product 
is decomposed by exposure. This com- 
pound, Prof. Swartz, of Ghent, has shown, 
when heated in a closed vessel, is re- 
solved into hydrobromic acid and a crys- 
talline: monobromized camphor, i. e., cam- 
phor with one atom of hydrogen replaced 
by bromine. Its fusing point is 76°C, 
and its boiling point 274° C. 

Professor Deueffe has prescribed it in 
the form of pills, seventy grains in thirty 
pills, of which he gives one every four 
hours till twenty have been taken, the 
dose afterwards increased. He finds it 
an excellent sedative to the nervous sys- 
tem, and has used it with much success 
in delirium tremens.—Birmingham Med. 
Rev , April, 1872. 





WATSON’S PRACTICE—Just Ready. 


LECTURES ON 
THE PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICE OF PHYSIC, 


DELIVERED AT KING’S COLLEGE, LONDON, 
By SIR THOMAS WATSON, M.D., &c., 
Physician-in-Ordinary to the Queen, &. 
A New American, from the Fifth Revised and English Edition. 
EDITED, WITH ADDITIONS AND NUMEROUS WOOD-CUTS, BY 
HENRY HARTSHORNE, M.D., 
Professor of Hygiene in the University of Pennsylvania. 
In two large and handsome octavo volumes of about 900 pp. cach. Cloth, $9 00; 
leather, $11 00. 

With the assistance of Professor George Johnson, his successor in the chair of Practice 
of Medicine in King’s College, the author has thoroughly revised this work, and has sought 
to bring it to a level with the most advanced condition of the subject. As he himself re. 
marks, ‘‘ Considering the rapid advance of medical science during the last fourteen years, 
the present edition would be worthless if it did not differ much from the last;’’ but in the 
extensive alterations and additions that have been introduced, the effort of the author has 
been to retain the lucid and colloquial style of the lecture-room, which has made the work 
so deservedly popular with all classes of the profession. Notwithstanding these changes, 
there are some subjects on which the American reader might reasonably expect more 
detailed information than has been thought requisite in England, and these deficiencies 
the editor has endeavored to supply. 

The large size to which the work has grown seems to render it necessary to print it in 
two volumes, in place of one, as in the last American edition. It is, therefore, pre- 
sented in that shape, handsomely printed, at a very reasonable price, and it is hoped that ° 
it will fully maintain the position everywhere hitherto accorded to it, of the standard and 
classical representative of English practical medicine. 

Lucid in style, elegant in diction, healthy in _ Its fluency and beauty of language make it as 
tone, full of graphic descriptions and happy il- delightful to read as a standard novel.—Edin- 
lustrations, and bearing on every page abundant burgh Medical Journal, April, 1872. 
evidence of knowledge and experience, ‘* Wat-| 


son ’s Lectures” have long held—since 1843, when ' 
the first edition appeared—an honorable, perhaps 
the highest, position among English text-books | 
of medicine. Sir Thomas Watson has again 


earned the thanks of the whole medical profes- 
sion, in giving to the world a new edition of his 


classic lectures on ‘‘The Principles and Practice 


attempts to 
cloth. Happily, however, the gifted author sur- 
vives, and, while in the full possession of his 
high faculties, he has, with great labor, subjected 
his lectures to a more thorough revision than 


- If the labor of revision had been undertaken 


by some inferior workman, there would have 
been some reason to fear the result of unskilful 


atch an old garment with new 


of Physic” The pictures of disease are as fresh 
and vivid as ever, and we cannot but feel. when 
we peruse these lectures that we are reading the 
teachings of a man who is no mere pathologist, 
no mere compiler of the writings of others, but 
a physician in the truest sense of the word, with 
a full clinical grasp of his subject, truthfal and 
honorable, a scholar and a gentleman, and 
speaking from the stores of a vast experience.— 
The Birmingham Medical Review, April, 1872. 


GROSS’S SURGERY—Ready this Month. 


A SYSTEM OF SURGERY: 
PATHOLOGICAL, DIAGNOSTIC, THERAPEUTIC, AND OPERATIVE 
By SAMUEL D. GROSS, M.D., LL.D., 

Professor of Surgery in the Jefferson Medical College, Philadelphia, etc. etc. 
Illustrated with upwards of Fourteen Hundred engravings on wood. 
Fifth Edition, thoroughly revised and greatly enlarged and improved. 
In two large imperial octavo volumes, of nearly 2300 closely printed pages. 
From THe AuTHOR’s PREFACE. 

‘Upon the edition now issued, upwards of five years of arduous labor have been ex- 
pended. Every chapter has been thoroughly revised; the text has been augmented by 
an amount of matter fully equal to four hundred and fifty pages; and numerous new 
wood-cuts, nearly all expressly prepared for the purpose, have been introduced. Many 
portions have been entirely rewritten, and every effort has been made to condense the 
language ; while an enlargement in the form of the work has prevented any considerable 
increase in the number of pages. The general arrangement is the same as in the previous 
imprints; and the additions, for the most part widely scattered through the text, are es- 
sentially of a practical character.’’ 

Embracing the whole domain of Surgery, and entering into detail with respect to every 
department of surgical art and science; containing moreover as much matter as five or 
six ordinary octavo volumes, this work may be regarded as a complete surgical library, to 
which the student and practitioner can at all times refer when in search of information 
upon any special subject. In its present improved form, it is confidently presented as 
worthy a continuance of the favor which has caused it to be regarded as a standard au- 
thority in both hemispheres. 


was possible during the earlier and busier por- 
tion of his life. The result is a work by ove 
master-mind, uniform and perfect in style, froin 
the opening sentences of the introductory lecture 
to the graceful and generous epilogue at the end 
—a work evincing in a degree rarely equalled 
calm judicial wisdom, a truly reverent spirit, 
and an ardent love of truth.—British and For- 
eign Medico-Chirurgical Review, April, 1872. 











